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Community group takes on City Hall & multinational developer – and wins!

Today in the Planning and Environment Court a Brisbane community association took on the combined might of the Brisbane City Council and multinational developer Aria Properties – and won.

“This is an important victory for the citizens of Brisbane who expect City Council to abide by and enforce its own legal planning schemes,” said West End Community Association (WECA) President Darren Godwell.

“We took Council to court when councillors sidelined BCC’s own planners to approve Aria’s application for a highrise development three times the height permitted by Council’s local area plan.”

“Nobody – not the Lord Mayor, not Council, not developers – should be above the law.”

“The best disinfectant is sunlight, and we were about to haul this whole sorry approval process into broad daylight when both Aria and Council fled back into the shadows.”

“This approval never had any valid planning basis; it was a political decision that was always inconsistent with the lawful planning scheme and therefore always demanding scrutiny.”

“This decision has important implications not just for our neighbourhood, but for the whole of Brisbane.”

“Now developers and Council alike will think twice before lodging or approving applications contrary to the city’s planning schemes.” 

Late last year WECA launched an appeal against Brisbane City Council for its approval of a development application lodged by Aria Property International. Council approved a 16 storey residential development nearly three times the height permitted by Council’s legal planning scheme for the neighbourhood (the barely three years old West End-Woolloongabba Local Area Plan).

More information:
Darren Godwell – 0409 054 643

David Bratchford – 0403 339 777



About WECA

The West End Community Association (WECA) is a non-profit, non-aligned, incorporated association of residents advancing the neighbourhood’s liveability. WECA’s advocacy activities include hosting community events, initiatives and planning consultations and representation on a range of advisory bodies. 
